
Inclusive education in NZ then and now: 
 
 
This paper will present an Insider’s view on Inclusive education in New Zealand over the 
past twenty years and where we are at now.  It uses mixed method research from both a 
theoretical and narrative methodology. It will overview key policy documents in New 
Zealand in Disability and Education over the last twenty years and comment on how these are 
working in reality in the tertiary education system using a case study as an example.   

Strategies for success will be outlined when working with students with disability in Tertiary 
Education providing ideas on how they can be supported to succeed. 
 
Barbara Fogarty Perry is a Senior Lecturer at Otago Polytechnic co-ordinating the Disability 
Studies specialty in the Social Services degree.  She has previously lectured in Otago and 
Auckland Universities in Inclusive Education and been a school Principal for eight years. Her 
eldest son has cerebral palsy and is in a wheelchair and was an early adopter of full 
mainstreaming in New Zealand. 

 


